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Best known for her stints in several sitcoms,
sl nolably Al and Everpbody Hafes
Ciwts, Tichina Amold is ane funny lady. But
the Bew York Clty-bom actress can handie
any rale—ewan portraying Lana Baker, wha
was accused of Killing a white man and
unjustly senmtemnced 1o die in GEarg a's decin
chair, Tiching stapped by HUSTLER fo discuss
Hope & Regemplion: The Lend Daker Siovy,
wearking with Matin Lawrence and Chris

HUSTLER. ALNGLET ...,

Fock and slarting a band, (2he sings ol

HUSTLER: A ol of celebrities are loo
ecared fo be interviewed by HUSTLER,
yiet here you are. What made you decide
io do this?

TICHINA ARNOLD: | was in shock that | was
deaked. Inimaly | wes like, "Wl Hey! | dondl
kracr.” Then | was happy and god excitzd, Than
| thought, Fowr does fhis work with my image?
| play moms and all that shuff. | went back and
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W ORAMATIC TURN

L L R L E X EREENEREREREJRNHNENRHNEHRESSSS§ ]

torth umhl | realged this s & part of beng an
agiress. HUSTLER & a part of e media e
never heen sxpo=ed o, Aig an actress you want
to reach as many audlences a3 possible I'm
nok shiowing nippes. 5o why nof?

Sa, o nipples?

Yot sk v your nipples Grst! |Langfe)

Since you're known for your comedic
acting what drew you to swech a serous
praject as Lena Baker's story?

Becauss Hope & Aagdemation had no come-
dy In it whakgceyer, | liked the tact that it was
oaing o be a new challenge for me. Flus 'd
elways wanted 1o play the life of somebody alkse,
Tayrre, ipiriscly |5 Second ratune. |1 i something
friat | do without thought. 'ee had zome litde
dramatic fles of dramatc moments Inomy
carssr, bud Mve never had the opparunity fo dive
in amd emvelop a character whao actually walked
i Earth, Tharl wias a great chsallenge

How do you play & real person as
opposed to making up a character?

| didn't read the biography of Lena Baker
by Lela Bond, which the film iz based an
because | didn ™ wand 10 haite any precon-
ceived notiong of what | thought she wes
uantil | ould bring her to lite, | wanted 1o start
with & clean slate. | jusl focussd an the
scripd, | always zay that my job is o bring the
bilack-and-while—Ehe script—to e

Once you started to portray Baker, did
you like her?

| felt bad for her. This woman had been sex-
wally, mentally and phyzicaly abused, There
Wi 50 i negative things in her §be. On op
of that =he wes a singe mother, and =ha had
b on & chan gang chained fo men for ten
manthe. Can you imagine that? | went thraugh
all of these difizrent emations &s we made the
penie. Luckily, Baugh, a5 an actness, once |
leave the set, | lgawa that pain and smotion
befind, Because it's 100 heavy,

Why was Baker drawn fo the man
who abused her and whom she eventu-
ally Killed in sell-defense?

She was an alcohoic, and whien yau have
aweakness, it can be exploited, The dynamic
berdween Lena Baker and Mr Arhur, wha was
played by Peter Coyote, was interesfing. Lena
and M Arthur's alcehdadism broughl Them
bogether, &= did their lneline=s. But in the
189409 It was unheard of for & black woman fo
bt with a white man, legally living logedher. &
white man could do whatever he wanted to a
Black wiaman &5 s concubine, but they could
nait live Anaether. M Arthur held her captive. |
think he was a lifle nuts, The hardest part o
play was thal dynamic. Even though Lena
heted him, thare was still that cannection thal
ol o Can really Ever explain

Thera are some infense scenes in
Hape & Redempiion. What was the hard-
est ona for you?

The hardest scene was the last time Lena
could see her kds, bl she couldn tell them
izt it would be the last time and that she wes
gang to be put 0 death i the elecine char,
Etven thinking about that scene right now slil
brings tears fo my eyes bacause it made me
tire; aboul mry o daughies | pul mesed in
Lena Baker's shoes at that point.  wes the

marment where you're frng to ba strong for
sormneone et | could not let miy children S22 me
waak, That scene fore me apart.

What do you think would have happened
ta Lena Baker if she had beei armeslied in
2011 and nat 10447

She wold have been acquithed, Actually, the
furiny thing was that she was pardonad after all
these years. She didn't get & fair frial. She was
supposed o be Wed by a jury of ber peers. He
Jury wes 13 [white] man wha Ived with each
ather in a boarding house and drank moonshing
iogether. Mot fair. I'm really happy | had the
chance fo 1l her sfory

Is there amyaibe else you'd ke to play?

| would bowe fo play the Efe of Nina
Smone. | love her music. Fus | heand that
Nina Simone was a hoot and fhat her mauth
was a3 bad as mina, |Lawghs)

Yau starbed oul a5 ane of the girl Singers
in Little Shop of Hommors; what do you
remember about making that Slm?

| waz 5o axciled Ba be working with the
voice of Miz= Figgy. Frank Or, who directed
T filiry, was abo the woice ol Mes Piggy,
dude! Mo joke. | was aka excited ba be wark-
ing wAth Steve Marfin. | was in a makeup-and-
wardrobe trailer with Steve. He's at one side of
the haney wagan putting on his denfist uni-
form wiile Tisha [Camobell] and Michels
[Weeks] and | are at the other end getting
dressed, (ne side of the traller was an wheels
whila the olher side wes on cinder blocks.

Al of a sudden we heard something fall. &
block feldl, and the wihole railer shilted, and we
tumnbded an Steve Martin, Af beast | got to touch
Piml (Lachs ) i wes suich 3 oreat experiencs
| was 15 years old, and we were living in
Londan for & whale year | flew over there on
fhe Concorde. Gefling to work wilh Steve
Martin, John Candy, Rick Moranis, Bill Mumsay,
Ellen Greene—all these really amazng pecple
made me a batter performar.

That was alzo the first time you worked
wilh Tegha Camipbéll. Did that lead to you
being co-gtars on Martin yaars |ater?

v daing this play called The Sy Haly
Siovy, and | was ower iL | said, “H | hear one
mare Big Bopper tune, I'm geing io kil
mgell.” Thester hid aiwans beéen miy love, but
after s manthe: an iour with that show, | was
done, | wanted to do @ sifcom. So | asked
migsall, if { move b Los Angaias and nothing
happang, will | ragred laaving fhe play?

A c00n as | andwersd miysel Mo, | was
an the next thing out to LA | flew MGEN
Mirlines and spent 31,500 o0 a one-way tick-
gt | lived with Tisha for & few manths. Martin
[Lawirence] had already asked Tisha to be on
the show, but he didn't know Ehal Tisha and
| knew each other, | fodd her | wanied to qudi-

fion for it and not get spacial treatment, |
went through proper channels

By thal lime | had iesied for three piloés. | did-
't realhy wank to do Matin | wees up for this plot
called OGAD with Dan Ayknoyd and a skeleh
comedy show called Mak Straaf, which was
wheat | realy wanted, Well, the first bwa didn't
happen, 50 everything happenes for a reason.

Your character (Famela Jones) and Mar-
tin's warre abaays fighting an the show. What
was your relaBonship like in real life?

it was =0 misch fun. With Martin vou didn't
kncrwy whiad 1he hell wis going tocome ol ol his
routh. You just went with i, Half the stuff wea did
wiasn't wiitlen in the Seripl |t pecple Al the
fme that the undorbunate thing & that the TV
andience missed out on Al of the shuff that got
cafl Thee sttt thiat we wauld =3y off camera was
hilaricus, We were bad. Our mouths were fioul
Wike would juest do stupid Shufl on e Sel all diy
Elap the food ot of sach ather's hands, Warking
on Mar, we came oo T laugh every day

But in the later seasons it wasn't so
much fun.

It g rugh

Was Martin Lawrence mentally ill
hack then?

¥ou'll find with a lot of comedians, it's hard.
I'm maot & stend-up comedian, That is one thing
Tl | will st atbernpd. U5 Bke being your cwm
fzam. | like being on & team and being part of &
cast of people, | ke playing off people, but with
stand-up you are out there alone. I you bamb,
yow bomb. S0 & lof of comedians have it hard,

Fripfry ey cormis & ol o Wagedy. You'ne
really lzughing about what you should cry
about. Then vou make i, Marfin weas one of the
guys who made if, and he deserved success.
On the oulside be finally reaized al of his
drgams: the money, the s, he bouse. But
riabady knows what's oaing on on the inside
Are you really hagen™ Mobody knows what's
gaing an with you excapt youw We didn'd really
kmowy much sbout wheat was going on with him
irgside. I'm just Feappy thad he gob thiodgh a
rouh moment in his (e and that he triumphed

You've worked with Lawrence in two
films, Big Momma's Howse and Wil Hogs
What's the relafionship like nowadays?

All goad. | leve Martin, | still talk o the
family and still zee him fram tims fo fims, |
will always thank Martin. | will abways
appreciate him for making me a betber
comedic aciress. | hope to wark with him
Fvare. We wene supposed 1o do a Wid Hogs
gaquel, but it didn't happen.

ls Martinyour tavorite gig?

Far felavision? Yeah. Everpbody Hatas
Ciarig is too, but it's & different dynamic, On
Martin | was single. On Everpbody Hates
Ciprie | wias a single mam, On Marhim | wes
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