TICHINA ARNOLD

a sex symbol. On Chris | was a mather. Two amaz-
ing robes with completely different fypes of humcr,

Why did Everybody Wales Chris last only
four seasons?

Because they're |diets! (Laughs.) | saw the
signz. When the netwark went from UPN fo CW, 1
thought, We might mof make i & the it season,
We had & name for UPR: the Underfaid Negra nel-
work. | gl=a said, “As soan as the show is canceled
and 5 syndicated, peaple are going 1o want It
back, and it's gonna be gone.” Nelworks don't like
to admit mistakes, That's why they don't bring
shiws Dack. It's a power thing. You gel new exec-
uliwes and new CEQs, and instead of daing what
maes serse, everybody wants to start thelr awn
new thing. Who cares what the viewers wan?

What was the hest part of working on
Everybody Hates Chris?

Warking with such & graat cast. | laved them.
Chris Rock was nat ane of those celebrities that
has a show and dossn't care. He was involeed
fram when | went in for the audition 1o the actual
filming of shows, | would be onslage daing a
scana, and |'d hear [in a Chriz Rock voice] "Okay,
Tichina, try it this way!” He was always there

In real lifa are you as strict as youwr charac-
ter Rochelle, the mom on Everypbody Males
Chris?

That character is my mom, my aunt and my
grandmather—ihe three matriarchs of my family
who raised me. To this day | find my=elf saying
stuff to my sii-year-old daughter like, “Girl, Il
Slap you into med wesk!” You always lind yourself
uzing thoss idle thrests. My mom used to say,
“airl, I'm gonna slap the stew out of you!" What
the hell is shew?

What's next?

I'rn in development with 2 show right now. | just
gat an amazing script that was written far me far
& sitcom, 50 I'm hoping that works out, Plus |
started a band called ENOW Pressura. s a baby
work n progress, i | had & dellar for everybady
that wsked me 1o make an album, I'd be rich! | gt
g chick drummer. Music allows me to get 8 lat of
shit off my chest. Music makes me feel better and
has always bean in my spirnit, 20 it's a way for ma
tor have another autlet

Would you trade your sucoess as an aclress
for @ musical career?

Singing has always heen my first love. | can't
say | would give up one for the other. The way |
liwe my life and the way I've done my career is | go
with hie Thoww. | gowith shat's going. IT | had &0 go
back anstage, | would. If it calls for me to do
anither TV show, 1Nl do ancther, Film iz something
| kesp lapping inta but haven't fully cracked yel
TV Iz more poweriul now. It used 1o be looked
dawn on. | Kept telling people TV is where it's al.
It's mice and steady ance you'ra in it You have a
lot of tdg film people that are caming to TV now
So, ha! Kiss my ass! [lawghs) &
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