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But man, Wolfle worked his butt off, He had four howrs of schoal
evary day and a gl at night. He wias warking overiime, From rehears-
ing here in the shadie, to rehearsing 3t CenterStaging and two weeks
at the Los Sngebes Fonum while e was still in regular school, | can't
bielleve be did it 1 wou saw the fnal rehearsal at the Fonam, be was
alrzady good. And as he oot more comifortable with @l the raveling,
the actual glgs and the daily four-hour tutoring an fop of i, he gof into
a groove, and his confidence grew, It didn't take bang for bim to be in
comimand of his instrument and become & tree equal

How can a kid want to go back to school after touring?

It's st bard bo o it all | don't think 1°d be abbe to, nor would | want
o | don't see how Wolfle pulled it off, & few times he
was sick as a dag, and he still plaved
and sang his ass off. He's more profes-
glonal than most people | know. We
nEver canceled o posiponed a Qi
becausz of him. We've canceled a few
because of some ather peaple, Includ-
ing me, (Latiphs ) Just & few weeks ago
| almost vanked him ot of school, But |
e weant himn o oraduate, The thing Is, he
aready has a profession and a caresr
that he's successiul, falenied and gified
at Its mob just, “Hew, man, he's my s
let's Just prop him g there for the hell of
i1.” He lives and bregthes music ust like
his uncle Alex, and me, his father. You
ghauld hear him play drums; he's fucking
seary good, It's his maln instrument

When can we hope for the new GO7

First, he graduates, and then Janie and |
are getling married. Then we'll sit dmam,
ghve Dave a call and ask him i1 he feels Bk
whooping and hollering a little bit, I've oot a
fom of music

Is there gaing o be a live COAVD fram
the tour?

We did film and record seven showes, bt
we kined of thaught, why give people what
they just saw® We have It Maybe later
Wi just didn’t feel like the Sming was right
Why glve them sxactly what they just saw?
Somewhere in the fulure I'm sune it surface, Maybs, If and when we
decide to put everything we have aut, Including things like me playing
quitar af the Gth grade talent show, There's all kinds of codl and funny
ghit we could put out, Who knows, really, when there are o many
arther things to da first, Like put cut some new fines

Wil your upcoming wedding be a traditional ceremony or a
rock star bash?

It's & small wedding, with only tamily and a few close friends here
at home In our backyard. 111 be nice, My brother is golng S0 mamy us
He can actualy legally mamy people. He's an ardained minister,
Reverend A It's gonna be great

Who will be the best man?

My son Waolfgang, of course

Il be a real family affair,

| hawe very few friends, Jande and |, we don't oo cut much, except
i the market. She's @ great cook, 5o why go out? 've newer been the
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type o hang out much or do the Hollywood thing and that kind of
shit, That's wihy you don't see me In the tablalds very affen, We enjoy
DU privacy

Tell us about your e of guitars and amps that are coming out.

I've besn designing and building amps for quite a few years now
The new “5150-1I1 amps kave been svallable to the public since the
summer of 2007, I've bullt guitars since day one, For one reason;
becapse nothing edsted that did what | wanted it o do, The brand-
new “Weltgang Guitar® ks & culmination of about 35 years of experi-

menting with guitars, Everything that |

desiroyed, stumbled an o, beamed
and experienced s in this
guitar, Alang with Matt Bruck
and Chip Ellls, we sxaminsd
and upgraded every aspect and
companent of the guitar to the
highest standards possible. The
pnly similarity o the previous
Walfgang Is the body shape, and
even that's changed, You name
i e uparaded tosiainless steel
frets, double-patted custom-
waund  plckups,  flve-plece
matching binding an the bady
and headstock, custom-made
glanature tuning machines and
Floyd Aose bridoe, new |ow-
irictian wolume and fone con-
irols, and the list keeps olng
I took tag-and-a-half years
fo complete. We left no stone
unturmed, | can 9o an and an

talking about what it took o

build this guitar, The botiom

line is if you take the time io

play one, I'm willing o bt

vau'll ge with & Waolfaang

Then wou will feel wibat |

feel, IT'S JUST BETTER
They will be ot in Januwary 200%, Just
o to EVHGEearcom for defals. and wou'll se2 3l the equipment EVH
Brand has to affer

Whereas most musicians just slap thelr names on a guitar, you
really take a hands-on approach to creating one.

Wel, yeah, i's my quitar. s got my name and my son's name an
it. Movtvere will vou see any ofher name on i/, Fender manufachres
iy amps, buk they aren't Fender amps. 1t's EVH brand, and I'm hands-
on ewery step of the way with my parner and friend Matthes Bruck
Chip Ellis = In charge and oversees the guitar end, and Mike Uinich is
the amg man

Do you hawve any advice for young musiclans?

‘When fans ar beginner guitarsts walk up to me and ask, “Wheat
does It take to make 1177 the first thing | ask is what do wou mean by
“making 1% Do you want t0 be famous? Do you want to be a rock
star? | don't really know what 1o do to be famous except jerk off In
public, You'll get amested, and you'll be famous, (Laughs) But if you
waanit your livelibood and your life to be music, then play and play and
play undil you get there

Do you still play every day?

| i roce, After the four | wias 8 couch potabo for
a goad five manths, bt I'm back! I'm wnting, I'm
doing eweryihing—including interdews, (Laughs )

Are you also doing a sneaker Nne?

| toak & pair of tennls shoes and siripped them
up mysel and thought it was cool, it is my achual
tradermank, and | thowght the shoes were cool, We're
finaly putting them ot after al these years

Is clothing design something you'ne interest-
ed in?

| wear dothing half the day, (Laughs)

Any chance you'll make Woligang siripe
bowding shoes?

Hey, ol know, . veah, maybe 'l make some for
royselt first, That kind of applies foomy guitars to, |
didn't bulld these to sell, really. The thing is & lof of
people want what | use. With the guitars and amgs,
I'm not forcing these down anyone's throats, But i
you want what | use, now they are avalable

Is that the secret of your success: You do
things for you?

Yeah. Yeah. Yeah, You have to. W ke writing
migsie, | dan't know what a fucking bt is, Everybody
lasghed when | played “Jumg.” The overall consensus
wag, “Hey, Bd, you're & guitar hero; nobody wands to
see you playing kevboards.® Well, i's the only #1 hit
single we've ever had, 501 guess| got the kst laugh

What Iz the best part about being Eddie Wan
Halen in 20087

| guess for the first time Inomy lite | rzally feel
good, | don't really wanna get indo the whole sobri-
ety trip, Bart I'm Just workin® on a kit of things to get
better at h-.‘:l"lﬂ here Im the moment and 51::1"’ EiEi?lr.
yioil know® | have bean drinking, smoking and play-
ing quitar since | was 12 years akd, | stll smoke, and
I'm definitely plaing gutar betier than ever, | guess
ang of the three had to go, Along with some ofher
shit. But alcohol was the wonder drug for me., it's a
nip o ook back and go, Fuck, Pee Deen aoing s
T Qe #cﬁ'}'t.‘aris I'm ||I|,‘.1-i,'p' ta be aliee, P healthi-
&1 and hﬁp[uer than e ever bessn

Janle and | are gmtmg mamied n Jung 5|‘|E gda
beautiful, sexy, sweet, strong and smart woman who
loves me unconditionally. And of course vice versa, |
mean the love part. | kave the most insanely gifted,
talented, wondarful son (3 direct gift from God),
whom | lose mare than he'll eser Knaw Mg,' frother
Alex, wihd | [ust kwe 50 fucking much, 11 makes me
wanna cry out of joy that Fro 50 blessed ta hawe him
gince the day | was bom, My best friend Matt, wha
I've known for owver 20 years and works with me an
just about everything | do. My friend Byan and a few
atheer people, & great caresr, &nd of course my own
company, EVH brand of guitars, amps and acoes-
sories, Whiat the fuck mare could | ask for? | feel like
my life |5 just beginming. That's what the best part of
bielmg Eddie VWam Haben s, in any vear E



